HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC
The helplessness of M. Lally and his community owing
to the strength and the readiness of the army of the
sarkar to attack; the subjugation of the fort in conse-
quence of the accursed besieged seeking quarters', the
imprisonment of M, Lally, Af. Lahrl and other sardars
of the French, the substitution of the Jl'alajdfn banners
in the place of the French banners fit only for des-
truction.
The messenger of pen has covered the space of many years,
and he reaches his destination this day. His success may he
seen now. The young plant of the chronicler, watered for a
long time with the river of thoughts, has begun to yield fruit
and it is possible to gather them with both hands.
M. Lally got into a fix on account of the brave hand of
Haxrat-i-A'la. The fort had become empty of inhabitants, old
and new; there remained only fighting men—destined for des-
truction—who were restrained from running by fetters of
clanship and honour, Indians of long service, and Abyssinian
prisoners. In these circumstances M. Lally found his hard heart
and merciless mind useless for war in future. The army with a
limited number of cannon and muskets, and only one meal a day
experienced such adversity and helplessness that they had to
spend their days in sorrow, and finally died of starvation.! Those
who were alive ate crows, kites, dogs, cats and other unnatural
victuals. They were so completely paralysed that they could not
move either hands or feet and began to raise a lamentation. The
valiant soldiers of the sarkar entered the fort through a hole in
the wall, broke open the doors and engaged themselves busily in
destroying that house of mischief. They dug up its foundation,
filled it up with gunpowder and waited for the command of
(1) The scarcity of paddy was so great that M, Lally threatened, even
in September, to drive out all Tamils from the town, On the 27th
November, he turned out all Indians to the number of 1,400,
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